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\ | have worked in the construction management of Japanese traditional
wooden architecture such as Sukiya, shrines and temples for about 40 years.
Therein, | felt that the Japanese culture of wooden architecture is at a critical
juncture: a decline of the people who build with traditional methods; a lack of
successors; and a depletion of materials. Something must be done, but |
alone'can do very little.
However, | have collected many documents and figures (artifacts and
models) throughout my 40 years in the trade. And, | felt an urgent need to
show these to as many people as p033|ble in order to inspire in them the
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; that this important aspect oa‘ Japanese culture is carried into next
@eratlon so | invite you to come aqd VISIt and participate. )
\ ‘\a _ Director Kazuo Tanikawe
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Kigumi is a technigue of assembling wooden pieces solidly. Japan is proud of this traditional form of architecture and
furniture design. Kigumi excavations at the Sakuramachi ruins have shown a clear connection to the Jomon period 4000
years ago. Furthermore, a great leap in the development of the technigue was introduced by the Buddhists when they
arrived from the continent in the 6th century. This may be the result of high-quality timber abundantly available in the rich
forests combined with the sensitivity and excellence of Japanese joinery techniques.

Kigumi is categorized into 2 types: Tsugite and Shiguchi and there are as many as 4000 varieties.

In our museum there are about 30 models of Tsugite and Shiguchi, including the Masugumi which can be found on the first
storey of the three-storied pagoda of Yakushiji. These were made by the Master carpenter under the leadership of the great
Miyadaiku TSUNEKAZU NISHIOKA from the Showa era, and you may touch and feel his great skKill.

HSEAHAAH Tyuutoukigumi

EpHF=81E () Yakushiji sanjyunotou(Saitou) &EH#AH  Syojyu-masugumi

i

Sample of timber I || ‘

& Urushi

Bs%l - ¥ Sculpture - Coloring

KB Plaster
F0%] Japanese nails

IRk4  Parts

ge exhibition
NEDF TRRFHEH

) A@ exhibit

AL ~oiwiaai$@xf
ECBIcBRLET. (HRRE

: &
IRICKDBER. SELEER. RFEV
RFABEBHTNET .

E | S b
"\Iny addition, we organize Iect%@p?cialist, various
study Qur, mini concert, reading: N i

E—RRZE First exhibition room ETRRZE Second exhibition room



